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Sir: 



The Examiner indicates: 

[Regarding claim 1, Larson (4389899) teaches a capacitive level sensor 
comprising two electrodes, wherein the electrodes' areas are vertically and 
horizontally offset from each other. However, Larson fails to teach the 
elect4rodes being arranged in such a way as to enable rapid detection of a 
decreasing level of a viscous fluid when a residual film of the viscous fluid 
remains on an inner surface of a container above the level of the viscous fluid and 
adjacent a portion of the upper electrode. 

Regarding claim 21, Larson teaches placing a capacitive structure on the 
wall of a container, wherein the electrodes' areas are vertically and horizontally 
offset from each other. Larson does not teach decreasing the level of fluid in a 
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container at a rate sufficient to leave a residual film of a viscous fluid on the 
container above the level of the fluid and rapidly detecting a signal in response to 
the decreasing fluid level. 

Applicants concur with the reasons as stated by the Examiner insofar as they comprise a 
summary, and are exemplary and not limiting. However, the independent claims as allowed 
include other and different language than that specified by the Examiner, and the allowed 
dependent claims include other and further features and elements. Accordingly, the scope of the 
claims must be determined from the literal language of each as a whole, as well as equivalents 



thereof. 
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